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8th Grade Quarter 3 

Speaking and Listening  

Students will:  • Participate in a group response to a given piece of literature that connects: text to self (personal connection), text to world (social 

connection), text to text (compare within multiple texts). 

• Answer questions (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how) about expository text, heard or read. 

• Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 

• Describe familiar objects and events in both general and specific language. 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

8 SL 1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
• Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 
ideas under discussion. 
• Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed. 
• Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant evidence, observations, 

Class Discussion 
Compare and contrast settings, characters, plots, and 
themes among the various novels read as well as to those 
with urban settings from the previous unit. Can you begin 
to make any generalizations about the impact the rural 
setting has on these stories? What are they?  
(SL.8.1, RL.8.4) HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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and ideas. 
• Acknowledge new information expressed 
 by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify 
their own views in light of the evidence presented.                                                                                     
 
(Level 4: Analyze, Create, Prove, Synthesize, 
Connecting Texts) 

8 SL 2 

Analyze the purpose of information presented 
in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its 
presentation.                                                                             
 
(Level 3: Assess, Critique, Cite Evidence; Level 4: 
Analyze) 

Class Discussion 
Look at a variety of art: fine art, illustrations, ads, pictorial 
histories, etc. Evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind each presentation. How does 
the motivation impact the message? Why? Write responses 
to these questions in your journal and share with a partner 
prior to class discussion.  
(SL.8.2, SL.8.1) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

8 SL 3 

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.                                
 
(Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Cite Evidence; Level 4: Analyze, Prove) 

Poetry Response/Class Discussion 
Respond to this line from the poem “Mending Wall,” by 
Robert Frost: “Good fences make good neighbors.” Why 
does this surface contradiction make sense, not only in the 
context of the poem, but also in daily life? How does the 
structure contribute to the meaning? Write responses to 
these questions in your journal and share with a partner 
prior to class discussion. 
(RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, SL.8.1, SL.8.3) 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
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8 SL 4 

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent manner with 
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.                                      
 
(Level 3: Develop a Logical Argument, Cite 
Evidence; Level 4: Create) 

Reflective Essay  
Write a response to the essential question: “How is learning 
history through literature different than learning through 
informational texts?” Make sure to include words and 
phrases learned as part of word study, including figurative 
and connotative language, and refer to literature and 
informational texts read. After your teacher reviews your 
first draft, work with a partner to edit and strengthen your 
writing. Be prepared to record your essay and upload it as a 
podcast, or other multimedia format, on the class webpage 
for this unit.  
(W.8.4, W.8.9, SL.8.1, SL.8.4, L.8.3, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3) 
 

HUSD Materials, Resources, 

and Assessments 

 

 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f8th%20Grade&Folder

